Height of young men.
We analysed the height of young men in Belgium, using 613 257 records of medical examinations made prior to their conscription into the army (about 68% of the male population concerned). All analyses showed very significant associations. Height differed according to the region (-1.24cm in Wallonia, French-speaking and poorer) compared to Flanders (Dutch-speaking and richer), when "age-class" and year are taken into account. The smallest men lived in Hainaut (a deprived area), the tallest ones in Walloon Brabant (wealthy green suburbs of the capital). Height increased across time (+1.11cm, 1978-1990) and with "age-class" (+2.66cm, 18-26years), controlling for other factors. The increase in Brussels stops in 1983, probably due to other socio-demographic evolutions.